
From: Sumit Bangia <sbangia@mlschools.org> 

Subject: MLSD Summer Academy Transition to Virtual Learning 

Date: May 21, 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Mountain Lakes School Community, 

With the Governor’s announcement that schools will remain closed for the duration of the 2019-2020 school year, 

the Mountain Lakes School District has discussed the feasibility of offering onsite summer academy courses. Based 

on the expectation that social distancing guidelines will remain in place into the summer, we have made the decision 

to move the summer academy to a virtual setting. This will help to ensure the safety and health of both our students 

and instructors, while maintaining our ability to continue to offer a majority of our course offerings. Updated 

Mountain Lakes Summer Academy information for all our courses can be found here. The site includes course 

descriptions, course timings and registration information. If you have previously registered for summer academy 

course(s), you will be receiving a separate email notification to confirm and/or adjust your registration based on our 

updated course offerings. 

Please note that each course will use a combination of synchronous and asynchronous learning during their assigned 

class time. Instructional materials will be shared via Google classroom. Conferencing platforms that will be utilized 
by the instructors include Google Meet and/or Zoom. Students enrolled in a summer academy course will require a 

personal device to complete their course work. If your child is a student in the Mountain Lakes School District 

(MLSD), we will be able to provide your child with a device to use during their enrollment in the summer academy.  

Credit bearing math related courses (Geometry, Algebra 1 and Algebra 2) will be completed in partnership with Apex 
Learning. Apex Learning is a leading expert on virtual education and has developed numerous courses specifically 

designed to be taught in an online setting. Students enrolled in these credit bearing math courses will be completing 

the Apex coursework with the daily support of a Mountain Lakes Summer Academy instructor. Specifically, these 

courses will run in a 4-week long hybrid format consisting of 2 hours per day with a live Mountain Lakes Summer 

Academy instructor and an additional 2-4 hours per day of independent study on a virtual learning platform. All MLSD 

students must complete a Summer Math Option II application if pursuing math advanced credit courses in our summer 

academy. Students are advised to closely review the requirements for credit outlined on the application. Grades 

received by MLHS students in the credit bearing courses will be factored into their MLHS Cumulative GPA and will 

appear on the student's transcript. This is the policy for all MLSD students. Students outside the MLSD should refer 

to their school’s policy on credit transfers before registering. Further information about our credit bearing math related 

courses including the Option II application can be found here. Specific questions related to our math courses may be 

directed to Ms. Michelle Melucci, MLSD Supervisor of Mathematics (mmelucci@mlschools.org). 

Please know that our instructors are dedicated to ensure that students will be afforded a rewarding and enjoyable 

learning experience.  Feel free to reach out if you have any further questions or concerns. 

Warm regards, 

Dr. Sumit Bangia 

Assistant Superintendent  
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